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Harlan Hellbender’s neighborhood

Howdy,
I'm Harlan What's a hellbender,
Hellbender. you're wondering? We're the
largest and, I do say, best-looking,
salamander in eastern
North America.

A streambed in
Tennessee, U.S.A.

Then why do
humans call you
names like ...

Lasagha
lizard!

The /A.//eg he,” y Did you know? Hellbenders are
alligator: mostly sedentary. They hide under
rocks and ambush passing prey,
especially at night. Hellbenders
breathe through their skin, which
is covered in folds that help them
absorb oxygen from the watet.

But even though I hardly
travel, I'm still connected to the
WHOLE WORLD of places, animals,
and people - even YOU. How?
Through WATER!

I live under this rock.
I don’t move far.




Let me introduce you The mussel family lives in the sediment. They remove
to some of my particles and filter the water, keeping it clean and clear.
heighbors ..

Tennessee is home to
more than 100 species of freshwater mussels,

That makes our home one of the world’s
freshwater mussel hotspots!

The aquatic
plants do big work!
They create oxygen
fo;h?;;czlf?z?e’ Mavyfly and caddisfly larvae are food for

S v fish and other animals. When they grow into
R adults, they fly off to nearby land.

You remember
Clementine Crawdad.

Crawdads,
also called
crayfish, eat
plants, algae,
small critters,
and decaying
scraps on the
streambed.




Better luck next
time, shot otter

ko

in my neighborhood
have a role to play.

All the animals If any of them are
removed, the stream

community changes.

Imagine:
What would your
community be like
without teachers,
doctors, or farmers?

Not all my neighbors
are in the river. Muskrats
and raccoons live on land.

These furballs visit to drink
and fish out mussels
for a shack.

The trees and shrubs
on our streambanks have
roots that prevent soil from
eroding into the water. They
also provide shade on a hot
day. When their leaves fall,
they become food ... for
tasty crawdads.
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I also have human neighbors. They live on farms
and in towns and cities nearby. Sometimes
they come here to cool down and explore.

I don’t mind ... as
long as they don’t
pick up my rock!

S0 even if you've never seen a hellbender,
we still depend on the same water.

=

The water you drink, cook with, and

splash around in comes from streams F connects Q}J/ N

like mine, and also from rivers, lakes, my home &Y
or even groundwater. and yours, =

The Tennessee River watershed
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paddlefish
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sunfish
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It is one of the
most biodiverse
freshwater systems
in North America.




Where does water flow?

Even though I hang
about this small section of
streambed, I still get to
see a lot of the world as
it passes me by.
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Everything
uphill that drains into
my stream is part of

my WATERSHED.
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A watershed is all the land
where rain and snowmelt drains
into the same stream, river, or
other body of water.

Rain flows
DOWNHILL, through
forests, farms,
and cities.

Whatever washes

into the watershed -
" leaves, pollution, dirt -
could make its way to
my neighborhood ..

If too much dirt washes But when people plant

into my stream, mussels hative plants and take care S0 where

and other water cleaners of streams, the waterway does the water
can’t keep up! I:JEEComesII hc;althier for go after it passes

all of us.
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Some water flows into
rivers and collects in lakes or wetlands.
Some of it seeps down through the
soil and rocks deep underground
and becomes groundwater.

And,
believe it or
hot, some of the
water flowing past
my rock today may
someday travel all
the way to the
ocean.
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Water connects all life on Earth

But that’s not the whole picture .. If
you zoom out far enough you can see just
how water connects us. Most of Earth’s
surface — about 70% - is covered with it!

But less than <1% of that water is
available to humans for drinking.*

*much of
this is locked
up in glacier ice
or underground

Water vapor
rises into the air
and forms clouds.
CONDENSATION

THE
g WATER CYCLE

&

The sun heats
water. Some surface
water evaporates.

EVAPORATION

Clouds release water
as rain or show.
PRECIPITATION

Water also connects
us with the past. The
same water has been
cycling around Earth
for millions of years.
The water I swim in
and the water you
drink today may have
once fallen out of an
ancient cloud and
been drunk by a
thirsty dinosaur!




Taking care of our shared water

I bet you already
care for nature, but here
are more ways to be a

waterway guardian!

Explore your
local waterway

The water flowing past my rock connects me to forests,
farms, rivers, the ocean, and to you, wherever you live. That
means taking care of our shared water supply helps us all.

Visit a nearby creek, lake, or wetland and
discover the plants and animals that
live there.

Join a stream cleanup event or safely
pick up trash near waterways and
storm drains,

Keep soap, oil, and
grease out of storm drains.

Wash cars on the lawn or at a
car wash instead of on the street.




Plant native plants
Plant native trees, flowers, and shrubs,
and help remove invasive plants. Healthy plants
protect streambanks and provide habitat

Build a rain garden
A rain garden helps soak
up rainwater before it carries
pollution into waterways.

Save water
Take shorter showers
and turn off water while
brushing your teeth.

Spread the word
Tell your friends and family why
clean waterways matter and how
everyone can help protect them.

Thanks,
neighbor!

The water is
looking cleaner
already.
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